Media Release 22 June 2010

Church Returns Money

Ps Bruce Collingwood of The Oasis Elim church (Napier), has today returned the money that
had been recorded as given by Mr Abraham over the last 2 years. Mr Abraham may have
donated more funds in cash amounts, but did not identify himself as the giver, so there is no

way for the church to identify this.

While we are obviously not at liberty to discuss the financial situation or dealings of any
member of our churches, we can say that Mr Abraham is a long standing and dedicated
member of the church in Napier. Like any member of our churches, any tithe or donation
that is given is entirely their choice. It appears that Mr Abraham may have given away more
than he should have, given his circumstances. The church had queried with Mr Abraham
about his giving and he was adamant that he wanted to give the funds to the church. The
funds returned today have been done so as an act of good will. We are unsure if this is Mr
Abraham’s desire. Contrary to media reports the money was never taken from Mr Abraham,

it was given by him to the church.

As a denomination The Elim Church of New Zealand believes in the principal of tithing and
while we encourage our people to do so, we place no pressure on people to give. We do
not control or dictate to our congregations how they choose to spend their money. At no
time was Mr Abraham approached with a request to give money to the church, any giving

was entirely voluntary.

Ps Bruce Collingwood and his dedicated team at Napier Elim do great work serving in their

local community. This has been an unfortunate situation where donations have been given



and received in good faith. The Elim Church of NZ stands by Ps Bruce Collingwood and his

church.
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